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Tutorial Objectives

 Motivate the need for Information
Integration

* Survey the current work

— With emphasis on the many roles Al
technology can play in supporting information
integration

Tutorial directed at Al audience with interest in

Information Integration.
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Caveats

* The subject falls in the middle of Databases
and Al

— Need background in both

 This tutorial will assume Al background, and will
provide rudimentary review of relevant database
material

— Clash of cultures

* DB approaches tend to be bottom-up, while Al
approaches tend to be top-down
— Both are needed...
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Preamble & Platitudes

* Internet 1s growing at an enormous rate
— Even after the bubble-burst

 All kinds of information sources are online

— Web pages, databases masquerading as web pages,
Services, Sensors

* Promise of unprecedented information access to
every Tom, Dick and Mary..

— But, right now, they still need to “know” where to go, and
be willing to manually put together bits and pieces of
information gleaned from various sources and services

“Information Integration” aims to do this automatically.
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Isn’t web mostly text?

— The invisible web is mostly structured...
« Most web servers have back end database servers
« They dynamically convert (wrap) the structured data into readable english
— <India, New Delhi> => The capital of India 1s New Delhi.
— So, if we can “unwrap” the text, we have structured data!
» (un)wrappers, learning wrappers etc...
— Note also that such dynamic pages cannot be crawled...
— The (coming) Semi-structured web
* Most pages are at least “semi”-structured

« XML standard is expected to ease the presenatation/on-the-wire transfer of
such pages. (BUT.....)

— The Services
 Travel services, mapping services
— The Sensors
Stock quotes, current temperatures, ticket prices...
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(Metacrawlere.

Search the Search Engines!

« Search engines do text-based retrieval of URLS

— Works reasonably well for single document texts, or for finding sites
based on single document text

« Cannot integrate information from multiple documents
» Cannot do effective “query relaxation” or generalization
« Cannot link documents and databases

e The aim of Information integration 1s to support
query processing over structured and semi-
structured sources as well as services.
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« Certainly closer to the aims of

these
e But:
 Wider focus

« Consider larger range of

databases

» Consider services

e Implies more challenges

» “warehousing” may not

work

 Manual source
characterization/

Are we talking
“comparison shopping” agents?
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Databases
Distributed Databases

o C S
[ ] , [ ] [ ]
~+“Why isn’t this just

e No common schema

— Sources with heterogeneous schemas (and ontologies)

— Semi-structured sources
* Legacy Sources

— Not relational-complete

— Variety of access/process limitations 357

——— >

Database Manager

DBMS
 Autonomous sources ( _smra; mgmt

— No central administration TAnwer || Quemposesine
— Uncontrolled source content overlap (rmsacton prosessine
* Unpredictable run-time behavior
— Makes query execution hard
* Presence of “services”

Database

(relational)

(relation)

— Need to “compose” services
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Who 1s dying to have 1t?
(Applications)
c WWW.:
— Comparison shopping

— Portals integrating data from multiple sources

— B2B, electronic marketplaces

* Science and culture:
— Medical genetics: integrating genomic data
— Astrophysics: monitoring events in the sky.
— Culture: uniform access to all cultural databases
produced by eountries-inEurope provinces in Canada
* Enterprise data integration

— An average company has 49 different databases and
spends 35% of its IT dollars on integration efforts

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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[ssues 1n Information Integration
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Overview

« User queries refer to the
mediated schema.

Source Trust
Ontologies; g~
Source/Service
Descriptions

e \
=" Probing
Queries

e Data is stored in the sources in
a local schema.

Source Fusion/

Query Planning
Needs to handle:
Multiple objectives,

i Content deSCTiptiOnS prOVide Sosu?;\::?]:ﬁgpgs:\l/g:ap
the semantic mappings between
the different schemas.

Executor
Needs to handle
Source/network

* Mediator uses the descriptions
to translate user queries into
queries on the sources.

Schema: Template for the stored data
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Source Descriptions

e (Contains all meta-information about the
SOUrces:

— Logical source contents (books, new
cars).

Source Trust
O ries;

— Source capabilities (can answer SQL
queries)

Source Fusion/
Query Planning
Needs to handle:

Multiple objectives,

— Source completeness (has a/l books).

— Physical properties of source and
network.

— Statistics about the data (like in an
RDBMS)

— Source reliability

— Mirror sources

— Update frequency.

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 17



Source Fusion/Query Planning

* Accepts user query and generates a plan
for accessing sources to answer the query

— Needs to handle tradeoffs between cost
and coverage

Source Trust
Ontol N
OUTrCH

— Needs to handle source access
limitations

Source Fusion/
Query Planning
Needs to handle:
Multiple objectives,

Service composition.

— Needs to reason about the source
quality/reputation

Executor
Needs to handle
Source/network

Inswerd

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 18



Monitoring/Execution

« Takes the query plan and executes it on the
sources

Needs to handle source latency

Source Trust
Ontologies;

Senyots
Source Fusion/ _g" 18
~Data
Query Planning
dle:
tives,
Sel sition,
our overla

Needs to handle transient/short-term
network outages

Needs to handle source access
limitations

May need to re-schedule or re-plan
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Dimensions to Consider

 How many sources are we accessing?
 How autonomous are they?

* Can we get meta-data about sources?

* Is the data structured?

* Supporting just queries or also updates?

* Requirements: accuracy, completeness,
performance, handling inconsistencies.

* Closed world assumption vs. open world?

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 20



Overview

e Motivation for Information Integration [Rao]

« Accessing Information Sources [Craig]
e Models for Integration [Rao]
* Query Planning & Optimization [Rao]

Needs to handle
Multiple objectives,
Source quality & overlap
S
§
)
@‘@
& Executor
]t Needs to handle

* Plan Execution [Craig]

« Standards for Integration/Mediation [Rao]

* Ontology & Data Integration [Craig]
e Future Directions [Craig]

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration ori'cne Web (MA-1)



!'- Acessing Information Sources

Wrapper Learning

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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Wrapper Induction

Problem description:

e Web sources present data in Auman-reagable format
o take user query
e apply it to data base
e present results in “template” HTML page

e To integrate data from multiple sources, one must first
extract relevant information from Web pages

e Task: learn extraction rules based on labeled examples
e Hand-writing rules is tedious, error prone, and time consuming

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 23



Example of Extraction Task

r"1-|

(=
=
1]
(0]

Ye]l(}w Pages

Horme = Yellow Pages = Results

€ RESULTS Restaurants {1 - 1 of 1 NAME Casablanca Restaurant
Casablanca Restaurant STREET 220 Lincoln Boulevard
220 Lincoln Boulevard, Venice, CA 90291 CITY Venice

(310} 392-5751

PHONE (310) 392-5751
Appears in the Category:

Hestaurants

@®Jump to Top

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 24



WIEN [Kushmerick et al ‘97, ‘00]

o Assumes items are always in fixed, known order
... Name: J. Doe; Address: 1 Main; Phone: 111-1111. <p>
Name: E. Poe; Address: 10 Pico; Phone: 777-1111. <p> ...

o Introduces several types of wrappers

Name: ;o ;. .
e LR: T @

e Advantages:
e Fast to learn & extract
e Drawbacks:

e Cannot handle permutations and missing items
e Must label entire page

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 25



Rule Learning

e Machine learning:
o Use past experiences to improve performance

e Rule learning:

e INPUT:

e Labeled examples: training & testing data
o Admissible rules (hypotheses space)
e Search strategy

e Desired output:
e Rule that performs well both on training and testing data

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 26



Learning LR extraction rules

<html> Name:<b> Kim’s </b> Phone:<b>

(800) 757-1111] </b> ..

<html> Name:<b>|Joe’s|</b> Phone:<b>

(888) 111-1111

</b> ...

e Admissible rules:

e prefixes & suffixes of items of interest

e Search strategy:

o start with shortest prefix & suffix, and expand until correct

—

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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SoftMealy [Hsu & Dung, ‘98]

e |Learns a transducer Addr:

Name:
e Advantages:

o Also learns order of items

e Allows item permutations & missing items

e Uses wildcards (eg, Number, AllCaps, etc)
e Drawback:

o Must “see” all possible permutations

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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Whizbang! Site Wrapper
[Cohen & Jensen "01, [JCAI ATEM Workshop]

e Uses Inductive Logic Programming
techniques to create and compose

\ b - Id /4 DogDrool.com: Contact info
UI erS Currently we have offices in two locations:
e Pittsburgh, PA

e Exploits the Document Object Model | ;o

to determine hierarchy and lists

e Extracts data from either the DOM
or sequences of tokens /bo‘dy\

Advantages e

ul
» Can exploit hierarchical structure -~ / [\
without having to specify it PERIRORER -
"Currently we..."

Disadvantages / /
e Dependent on table and list a  a
structures to extract repeated | |
elements "Pittsburgh,PA"  "Provo, UT"

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 29



RoadRunner Wrappers
[Crescenzi, Mecca, & Merialdo, 2001]

e Automatically generates wrappers web pages

e Supports nested structures and lists

e Applies to large, complex pages with regular structure
Approach

e Start with the first page and create a union-free regular
expression that defines the wrapper

e Match each successive sample against the wrapper

e Mismatches result in generalizations of the regular
expression

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 30



Example Matching

-

- Wrapper (initially Page 1):

PR R R TR

- Sample (Page 2):

<HTML>Books of :<B8PCDATA</B>

{ <IMG sre=...7 > )7
“UL>»

{ <LI><I>Title:</I>#PCDATA</LI> !

</UL></HTML>

01: <HTML> <« P 01:  <HTML>
02: Books of : 4 P 02: Books of:
03:  <B> ¢ r P 03:  <B>
04 John Smith < iy X—HFG-B«-H—V 04: Paul Jones
06 < B> 05 : </B>
08 : 2L tag masreaboh (7] 06 : <IMG sre=.../ >
' 07:  <UL>
LT <LI> 08: <LI>
OB-10; <I>Title:</I> ] 08-11: <I»>Title:</I>
11: DE Primer gtvring mismatch (#PCDATA) 12- XML at Work
12; </LI> 13: “/LI»
13: <LI> 114:777 <Liz T T i
14-16; “I>Title:</1> 1 116-17: <I>Title:</I> '
17 '::D.I:I:IP . SFE . ."C-['i"EITI..I.f gttt ted I:_#PCD!I.T.I’J._:' : 18- KHTHL. Scripts :
18: </L1> BEEE </LI>| |
|19: <UL tag masreatol [+] 200 LI |____
20 < HTML> 21-23: <I»>Title:</I>
termirnal fag search and 24 - Javascript
sgunie malofiing e I - <fLI>
- Wrapper after solving mismatehes: 26:  </UL>
2T </HTHML>

Kambhampati & Knoblock

Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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!-| Types of Mismatches

e String mismatches are used to discover fields of
the document

e Tag mismatches can indicate either optional
elements or iterators

e For iterations, mismatch is caused by repeated
elements in a list
e End of the list corresponds to last matching token

e Beginning of list corresponds to one of the
mismatched tokens

e These create possible “squares”

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 32



Limitations

e Assumptions:
e Pages are well-structured
e Want to extract at the level of entire fields
e Structure can be modeled without disjunctions

e Search space for explaining mismatches is huge

e Uses a number of heuristics to prune space
e Limited backtracking
e Limit on number of choices to explore
e Patterns cannot be delimited by optionals

o Will result in pruning possible wrappers

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 33



STALKER [Muslea et al, "98 99 "01]

e Hierarchical wrapper induction
e Decomposes a hard problem in several easier ones
o Extracts items independently of each other
e Each rule is a finite automaton

e Advantages:
o Powerful extraction language (eg, embedded list)
¢ One hard-to-extract item does not affect others

e Disadvantage:
e Does not exploit item order (sometimes may help)

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)

34



STALKER: The Wrapper
Architecture

A
Query Data

Information Extractor

| 1 I

i “Yellow Pages o
e EC Tree Extraction
Rules

urants {1 =1 off)

e

== fes Casablanca Restaurant
L | F  220Lincoln Boulevard , Menice , CA 90291

L (310) 3926751

[ Appears in the Categol y:
Restaurants
£ urnp to Toj
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:-| Extraction Rules

Extraction rule: sequence of landmarks

SkipTo(Phone) SkipTo(<i>)
"

SkipTo(</i>)
ot

Name: Joel’s <p> Phone: <i>

(310) 777-1111

</1><p> Review: ...

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 36




The Embedded Catalog Tree (ECT)

RESTAURANT
Name: KFC
Cuisine:  Fast Food
| ocations : Name List (Locations)  Cuisine

Venice | (310) 123-4567,

L.A. (213) 987-6543. City

ist (PhoneNumbers)

Encino |(818) 999-4567,

(888) 727-3131.

AreaCode Phone

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 37



| Learning the Extraction Rules

<&
0

GUI
m— 2 =

Labeled Pages

>/I<\:>

EC Tree

:> Extraction
Rules
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:-| Example of Rule Induction

Training Examples:

lName: Del Taco <p> Phone (toll free) : <b> ( (800
>

) 123-4567 </b><p>Cluisine ...

Name: Burger King <p> Phone : (]310)) 987-9876 <p> Cuisine: ...

Initial candidate:

>

SkipTo( ()

SkipTo(<b> () «. |SkipTo(Phone) SkipTo( ()| ... SkipTo(:) SkipTo(()

SkipTo(Phone) SkipTo(:) SkipTo( ()

Kambhampati & Knoblock
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Active Learning & Information
Agents

e Active Learning
e Idea: system selects most informative exs. to label
o Advantage: fewer examples to reach same accuracy

e Information Agents
e One agent may use hundreds of extraction rules
e Small reduction of examples per rule => big impact on user

e Why stop at 95-99% accuracy?
e Select most informative examples to get to 100% accuracy

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 40



Which example should be labeled

next?

SkipTo( Phone: )

—

Training Examples

Name: Joel’s <p> Phone:

(310) 777-1111

<p>Review: The chef...

Name: Kim’s <p> Phone:

213) 757-1111

<p>Review: Korean ...

Unlabeled Examples

Name: Chez Jean <p> Phone: (310) 666-1111 <p> Review: ...

Name: Burger King <p> Phone:(818) 789-1211 <p> Review: ...

Name: Café del Rey <p> Phone: (310) 111-1111 <p> Review: ...

Name: KFC <p> Phone:<b> (800) 111-7171 </b> <p> Review:...

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 41




Multi-view Learning

Two ways to find start of the phone number:

SkipTo( Phone: )

BackTo( ( Number) )
 —A— 0

Name: KFC <p> Phone:

(310) 111-1111

<p> Review: Fried chicken ...

Kambhampati & Knoblock
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Co-Testing for Wrapper Induction

SkipTo( Phone: )

BackTo( (Number) )

Name: Joel’s <p> Phone: [(310) 777-1111 | <p>Review: ...

Name: Kim’s <p> Phone: |(213) 757-1111 |[<p>Review: ...

e ————————————— e

Name: Chez Jean <p> Phone:

(310) 666-1111 <p> Review: ...

.——’

Name: Burger King <p> Phone: (818) 789-1211 <p> Review: ...

P———————————— A ———————

Name: Café del Rey <p> Phone: (310) 111-1111 <p> Review: ...

— e

Name: KFC <p> Phone:<b> (800) 111-7171 </b> <p> Review:...

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 43



!'- Accessing Information Sources

Wrapper Maintenance

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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‘_-| Wrapper Maintenance

Problem

e |.andmark-based extraction rules are fast and
efficient...but they rely on stable page layout

o If the page layout changes, the wrapper fails!

e Average site on the Web changes layout more
than twice a year

e Need to detect changes and automatically re-
induce extraction rules when layout changes

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 45



Learning Regular Expressions
& |Goan, Benson, & Etzioni, 1996]

o Character level description of extracted data
e Based on ALERGIA [Carrasco and Oncina, 1994]

e Stochastic grammer induction algorithm
e Merges too many states resulting in over-general grammar

e WIL reduced faulty merges by imposing syntactic
categories:
e Number, lower upper, and delim

e Only merges when nodes contain the same syntactic
category

e Requires large number of examples to learn
e Computationally expensive

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 46



Learning Global Properties for Wrapper

&Veriﬁcation [Kushmerick, 1999]

e Each data field described by global humeric
features

e Word count, average word length, HTML
density, alphabetic density

o Computationally efficient learning

e HTML density alone could account for
almost all changes on test set

e Large number of false negatives on real

changes to web sources [Lerman, Knoblock,
Minton, 2002]

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 47



Learning Data Prototypes
[Lerman & Minton, 2000]

e Approach to learning the structure of data

e Token level syntactic description
e descriptive but compact
o computationally efficient

e Structure is described by a sequence (pattern) of
general and specific tokens.

e Data prototype = starting & ending patterns

STREET ADDRESS start with:

220 Lincoln Blvd _NUM CAPS

420 S Fairview Ave end with:

2040 Sawtelle Blvd CAPS Blvd
_CAPS CAPS

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 48



‘_-| Wrapper Verification

Data prototypes can be used for web wrapper
maintenance applications.

o Automatically detect when the wrapper is no
longer correctly extracting data from an
information source

e (Kushmerick 1999)

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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Wrapper Reinduction

e Rebuild the wrapper automatically if it is not
extracting data correctly from new pages

e Data extraction step
Identify correct examples of data on new pages

e Wrapper induction step

Feed the examples, along with the new pages, to the wrapper
induction algorithm to learn new extraction rules

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 50



i The Lifecycle of A Wrapper

=

To be Web

GUI - labeled pages
Extracted
I 1 data
| | data
Wrapper
\I- Induction - Wrapper -

N_
System

1 ~_
Automatic Wrapper
L Re-labeling (1 Verification

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 51




(An exceedingly brief)
Database Refresher

Overview

* Motivation for Information Integration [Rao]
* Accessing Information Sources [Craig]

|:> « Models for Integration [Rao]

* Query Planning & Optimization [Rao]

* Plan Execution [Craig] / d
‘ [Rao] |

Standards for Integration/Mediation

» Ontology & Data Integration [Craig]
* Future Directions [Craig]

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 52



Traditional Database Architecture

Query
(SQL) .| Database Manager
(DBMS)
-Storage mgmt
) Answer -Query processing
(relation) -View management
-(Transaction processing)

SN
N

Database

(relational)

~_

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)




Database Outline

* What we care about

— Structured data representations

» Relational databases

* Deductive databases

— Structured query languages

. SQL

— Views (& materialized views)

— Query optimization overview

Kambhampati & Knoblock

Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)

54



Relational Data: Terminology

Attribute names

Zw

Name Price Category Manufacturer
g1Zmo $19.99 gadgets GizmoWorks
Power gizmo| $29.99 gadgets GizmoWorks

SingleTouch | $149.99 photography | Canon

MultiTouch | $203.99 household Hitachi

tuples <cherma (Arity=4)

/

Product(name: string, Price: real, category: enum, Manufacturer: string)
Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1) 55



Relational Algebra

* Operators

— tuple sets as input, new set as output
* Operations

— Union, Intersection, difference, ..

— Selection (o)

— Projection (I])

— Cartesian product (X)

» Join ( [4)

Name Price Category Manufacturer
gizmo $19.99 gadgets GizmoWorks
Power gizmo| $29.99 gadgets GizmoWorks
SingleTouch | $149.99 photography | Canon
MultiTouch | $203.99 household Hitachi

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)

City Manufacturer
Tempe GizmoWorks
Kyoto Canon
Dayton Hitachi
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SQL: A query language for
Relational Algebra

Many standards out there: SQL92, SQL2,
SQL3, SQL99
Select attributes

From relations (possibly multiple, joined)
Where conditions (selections)

“Find companies that manufacture products
bought by Joe Blow”
SELECT Company.name
) FROM  Company, Product
Other feat}lres. WHERE Company.name=Product.maker
aggregation, group'by AND Product.name [N
etc. (SELECT product
FROM Purchase
WHERE buyer = “Joe Blow™);
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Deductive Databases

» Relations viewed as predicates.

 Interrelations between relations expressed as
“datalog” rules
— (Horn clauses, without function symbols)

— Queries correspond to datalog programs

“Conjunctive queries” are datalog programs with a single non-
recursive rule [Correspond to SPJ queries in SQL |

EDB predicate
Emprelated(Name,Dname) :{ Empdep(Name,Dnam

ame,Dname) :- Empdep(Name,D1), Emprelated(D1,Dname)

IDB predicate
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Views

CREATE VIEW Seattle-view AS

SELECT buyer, seller, product, store

FROM  Person, Purchase

WHERE Person.city = “Seattle” AND
Person.name = Purchase.buyer

We can later use the views:
SELECT name, store

FROM  Seattle-view, Product
WHERE Seattle-view.product = Product.name AND

Product.category = “shoes”

What’s really happening when we query a view??

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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Goal: Query Optimization

Declarative SQL query® »Imperative query execution plan:

b
SELECT S.buyer e

FROM Purchase P, Person Q

WHERE P.buyer=Q.name AND GCity=‘seattIe’/\ phone>'5430000’
Q.city="seattle” AND ‘ (different placements of
Q.phone > “5430000’ selections w.r.t joins)

N ><
Inputs Buyer=name  (different join orders)

i° the o.luery E NG

Purchase Person
(44 ° ° 2%
| shortest execution time

_+ available memory |
Ideally: Want to find best’plan. Practically: Avoid worst plans!
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o™ Integrator vs. DBMS

e No common schema
— Sources with heterogeneous schemas
— Semi-structured sources

* Legacy Sources

Query
— 1 - (SQL) Database Manager
Not relational-complete — Ly Do ——
. . : . -Storage mgmt .
— Variety of access/process limitations “ 1 Query processing (relational)
(relation) -View mar}agement _
° AutOnOInOLlS Sources -(Transaction processing)

— No central administration
— Uncontrolled source content overlap
— Lack of source statistics

« Tradeoffs between query plan cost, coverage, quality etc.
— Multi-objective cost models

* Unpredictable run-time behavior
— Makes query execution hard
* Presence of “services”
— Need to “compose” services
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Models for Integration

Overview

* Motivation for Information Integration [Rao]
* Accessing Information Sources [Craig]

|:> « Models for Integration [Rao]

* Query Planning & Optimization [Rao]

* Plan Execution [Craig] /
* [Rao] |

Standards for Integration/Mediation

» Ontology & Data Integration [Craig]
* Future Directions [Craig]
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Solutions for small-scale
integration

¢ Mostly ad-hoc programming:
create a special solution for every
case; pay consultants a lot of
money.

» Data warehousing: load all the data
periodically into a warehouse.

— 6-18 months lead time

User queries) OLAP / Decision support/
Data cubes/ data mining

— Separates operational DBMS
from decision support DBMS.

(not only a solution to data Relational database (warehouse)
integration). Data extraction bt cleing
— Performance is good; progra“/ \ \mbbing
Data Data Data

source source source

— Need to clean, scrub you data.
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The Virtual Integration
Architecture

* Leave the data in the sources.
 When a query comes in:

— Determine the relevant
sources to the query

— Break down the query into
sub-queries for the sources.

— Get the answers from the
sources, and combine them
appropriately.

« Data is fresh. Approach scalable
e Issues:

— Relating Sources & Mediator

— Reformulating the query

— Efficient planning & execution

Kambhampati & Knoblock

’\ Mediated schema

Mediator:

Which data
model?

e

Data
source

Reformulation engine

le—

optimizer

Execution engine

»

Data
source

Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)

Data source
catalog

Data
source
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Desiderata for Relating
Source-Mediator Schemas

« Expressive power: distinguish
between sources with closely
related data. Hence, be able to
prune access to irrelevant
sources.

* Easy addition: make it easy to
add new data sources.

 Reformulation: be able to . Given:
reformulate a user query into a
query on the sources efficiently
and effectively. » Find:

« Nonlossy: be able to handle all
queries that can be answered by
directly accessing the sources

that:

sources.

Kambhampati & Knoblock

Mediator:

wrapper wrapper
e \

Data
source

Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)

Reformulation engine

optimizer

Execution engine

C ver s
™~ Mediated schema
-

Data source
catalog

Data
source

Data
source

Reformulation

— Descriptions of the data sources

— A query Q posed over the mediated schema

* Q’ provides only correct answers to Q, and
* Q’ provides all possible answers to Q given the

— A query Q’ over the data source relations, such
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Approaches for relating source &
Mediator Schemas

“View” Refresher

. CREATE VIEW Seattle-view AS
» Global-as-view (GAV): e
. SELECT buyer, seller, product, store
eXpreSS the medlated FROM  Person, Purchase
. WHERE Person.city = “Seattle” AND
SChema relatIOHS as a Set Person.name = Purchase.buyer
of views over the data We can later use the views: Virtual vs
source relations SELECT name,sore  Miaterialized
. FROM  Seattle-view, Product
® Local-aS'VleW (LAV) WHERE Seattle-view.product = Product.name AND
Product.category = “shoes”
express the source
. . AC
relations as views over 0 aﬁ\O\n
the mediated schema. c et Sceoaﬂo"
Q o0
. )
* (Can be combined...? {els cor? “&6%(‘&“
s
pal
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(Global-as-View

Mediated schema:
Movie(title, dir, year, genre),
Schedule(cinema, title, time).
[S1(title,dir,year,genre)]

[S2(title, dir,year,genre)]
[S3(title,dir), S4(title,year,genre)]
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(Global-as-View

Mediated schema:
Movie(title, dir, year, genre),
Schedule(cinema, title, time).

Create View Movie AS
select * from S1  [SI(title,dir,year,genre)]
union
select * from S2  [S2(title, dir,year,genre)]
union [S3(title,dir), S4(title,year,genre)]
select S3.title, S3.dir, S4.year, S4.genre
from S3, S4 Mediator schema relations are
where S3.title=S4.title Virtual views on source relations
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Local-as-View: example 1

Mediated schema:

Movie(title, dir, year, genre),

Schedule(cinema, title, time).

Create Source S1 AS

select * from Movie S1(title,dir,year,genre)

Create Source S3 AS
select title, dir from Movie S3(title,dir)
Create Source S5 AS

select title, dir, year

S5(title,dir,year), year >1960
from Movie

where year > 1960 AND genre=“Comedy”

Sources are “materialized views” of

mediator schema
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GAV vs. LAV

Mediated schema:
Movie(title, dir, year, genre),
Schedule(cinema, title, time).

Create View Movie AS
select NULL, NULL, NULL, genre
from S4
Create View Schedule AS
select cinema, NULL, NULL
from S4.

But what if we want to find which cinemas are playing
comedies?

Lossy mediation

Source S4: S4(cinema, genre)

Create Source S4
select cinema, genre
from Movie m, Schedule s

where m.title=s.title

Now if we want to find which cinemas are playing
comedies, there is hope!
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Kambhampati & Knoblock

GAV VS.

Not modular

— Addition of new sources
changes the mediated
schema

Can be awkward to write
mediated schema without loss
of information

Query reformulation easy

— reduces to view unfolding
(polynomial)

— Can build hierarchies of
mediated schemas

Best when
— Few, stable, data sources

— well-known to the mediator
(e.g. corporate integration)

* Garlic, TSIMMIS,
HERMES

LAV

Modular--adding new sources is
easy

Very flexible--power of the
entire query language available
to describe sources

Reformulation 1s hard

— Involves answering queries
only using views (can be
intractable—see below)

Best when

— Many, relatively unknown
data sources
— possibility of
addition/deletion of sources
* Information Manifold,

InfoMaster, Emerac,
Havasu
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Reformulation in LAV: The 1ssues

Query: Find all the years in which
Zhang Yimou released movies.

Select year
from movie M ot
where M.dir=yimou

Mediated schema:
Movie(title, dir, year, genre),
Schedule(cinema, title, time).
Create Source S1 AS
select * from Movie S1(title,dir,year,genre)
Create Source S3 AS
select title, dir from Movie S3(title,dir)
Create Source S5 AS
SN, g Vi S5(title,dir,year), year >1960

from Movie

where year > 1960 AND genre="“Comedy”
Sources are “materialized views” of
Virtual schema

Q(y) :- movie(T,D,Y,G),D=yimou

Which 1s the better plan?

Q(y) - SI(T,D,Y,G) , D=yimou (1) What are we looking for?

--equivalence?
. --containment?
Q(y) - SI(T,D,Y,G) , D=yimou --Maximal Containment
Q(y) :- S5(T.D,Y) , D=yimou (2) --Smallest plan?
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Reformulation Algorithms

' S11() - VI() S12 - V1()
Q(.) - V1() & V2() S21() - V2() S22 = V2()

S00() :- V1(), V2()

Bucket Algorithm Inverse Rules
N B Q() - V1() & V20)
S12 22 V1() :- S11()
S00 00 V1() :- S12()
Vi V2 V1() :- S00()
. V2() :- S21()
* Bucket algorithm V2() - S22()
— Cartesian product of V2() :- S00()
buckets
— Followed by “containment” [ ¢ Inverse Rules
check — plan fragments for mediator
P, contains P, if relations
[Levy] P,[=P, [Duschka]
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Complexity of finding maximally-
contained plans in LAV

« Complexity does change if the sources are not “conjunctive queries”

— Sources as unions of conjunctive queries (NP-hard)
* Disjunctive descriptions

— Sources as recursive queries (Undecidable)
« Comparison predicates
» Complexity is less dependent on the query
— Recursion okay; but inequality constraints lead to NP-hardness
» Complexity also changes based on Open vs. Closed world assumption

True source contents

/'

Advertised description
Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on t eb (MA-1) 74
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Practical 1ssues complicating
Reformulation

* Sources may have access limitations

— Access restrictions can lead to recursive
rewritings even when the queries are non-
recursive!

* Sources may have overlap

— Non-minimal rewritings may result when
overlap information 1s 1ignored

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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Source Limitations

* Sources are not really fully-relational

databases
— Legacy systems
— Limited access patters
» (Can’s ask a white-pages source for the list of all numbers)

— Limited local processing power
» Typically only selections (on certain attributes) are supported

e Access limitations modeled 1n terms of allowed
(“feasible”) binding patterns with which the
source can be accessed

— E.g. S(X,Y,Z) with feasible patterns f,/,b or b,b,f

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)
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Access Restrictions & Recursive Reformulations

Create Source S1 as S lbf(pl,pz) . Cites(pl,pz)
select *
from Cites Sz(p) .- Asp(p)
given paper] S3°(p) :- Awp(p)
Create Source S2 as
e o) A
Create Source S3 as AWp(p) o= DOm(p), S3 (p)
select paper Asp(p) :- S2(p)
from AwardPapers CiteS(p 1 ,p2) :-Dom(p), S lbf(p)
given paper
Query: select * from Dom(p) - Sz(p)
AwardPapers Dom(p) :- Dom(p1), SI(pl.p)

Recursive plan! /

[Kwok&Weld, 96; Duschka &Levy 97]
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Managing Source Overlap

« Often, sources on the Internet have overlapping
contents

— The overlap 1s not centrally managed (unlike
DDBMS—data replication etc.)

* Reasoning about overlap 1s important for plan
optimality
— We cannot possibly call all potentially relevant sources!

* Qns: How do we characterize, get and exploit
source overlap?

— Qualitative approaches (LCW statements)
— Quantitative approaches (Coverage/Overlap statistics)
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Local Completeness Information

« If sources are incomplete, we need to look at each one of them.
» Often, sources are locally complete.

* Movie(title, director, year) complete for years after 1960, or for
American directors.

* Question: given a set of local completeness statements, is a query Q’ a
complete answer to Q?

Advertised description True source contents

Guarantees
(LCW:; Inter-source comparisons)
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Using LCW rules to minimize plans

Basic Idea:
--If reformulation of Q leads to a union of conjunctive plans
P,UP,U...P,

--then, if P, 1s “complete” for Q (under the given LCW imnformation), then
we can minimize the reformulation by pruning P,...P,

-- [P,—LCW] contains P,UP,U...P,
[Duschka, AAAI-97]

For Recursive Plans (obtained when the sources have access restrictions)

--We are allowed to remove a rule » from a plan P, if the “complete”
version of 7 1s already contained in P-r

Emerac [Lambrecht & Kambhampati, 99]
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Advertised description True source contents

ardet
Example e
\ nce

Guarantees

* Movie(title, director, year) (complete after
S 1960)_( yean) (comp S$,(T,D,Y) :- M(T,D,Y)

S 23 Showf(title, theater, city, hour) S,(T,Th,C,H) :- Sh(T, Th,C,H)

* Query: find movies (and directors) playing
in Seattle:
_ _ S2(T,Th,C,H) :- Sh(T,Th,C,H)
Select m.title, m.director
From Movie m, Show s
Where m.title=s.title AND city="Seattle”

» Complete or not?

Q(t,d) :- M(T,D,Y) & Sh(T,Th,C,H) & C= “Seattle” ==Query
Q’(t,d) :- S(T.D,Y) & S,( T,Th,C,H) & C="Seattle” ==Planl
Q’(t,d) :- M(T,D,Y) & S2( T, Th,C,H) & C=*Seattle” ==Plan2

[Levy, 96; Duschka, 97; Lambrecht & Kambhampati, 99]
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Quantitative ways of modeling

Coverage & Overlap statistics [Koller et.

al., 97] )
S, has 80% of the movies made after x |
1960; while S, has 60% of the movies /() i\__\S1 b a
— S, has 98% of the movies stored in S, £yt hsion e i

inter-source overlap

Computing cardinalities of unions of R
given intersections

wes
Who gives
these statxsncs !

_Tblr d p aﬁ}’
_probing

Kambhampati & Knoblock

2 vidb9o7[1] - GSview =10l %]
File Edit Options View Orientation Media Help
File: vidb37[1] 476, 6adpt Page 3" 3of 10
"
=) Computer Science Paper Attributes:
i
T author |
E title
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Query Optimization Challenges

-- Deciding what to optimize

--Getting the statistics on sources

--Doing the optimization

Kambhampati & Knoblock

C vr s
™~ Mediated schema
e

Mediator: [Reformulation engine

optimizer

. : i Data source
xecution engine catalog

e

Data Data Data
source source source
Goal: Query Optimization

Declarative SQL query Imperative query execution plan:

buyer

SELECT S.buyer
FROM Purchase P, Person Q
WHERE P.buyer=Q.name AND City="seattle’/\ phone>'5430000°
Q.city="seattle” AND ‘
Q.phone > 5430000

|S—————————————— 1 >

| Inputs: | Buyer=name  (Simple Nested Loops)
| [

e the query |

: . statistics abqut t_hp da‘[alI Purchase Person

| (indexes, cardinalities, : (Table scan) (Index scan)

l selectivity factors) |
L+_available memory __ |

Ideally: Want to find best plan. Practically: Avoid worst plans!
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What to Optimize

e Traditional DB optimizers compare candidate plans purely in terms of
the time they take to produce all answers to a query.
« In Integration scenarios, the optimization 1s “multi-objective”
— Total time of execution

— Cost to first few tuples

» Often, the users are happier with plans that give first tuples faster

— Coverage of the plan

» Full coverage is no longer an iron-clad requirement

— Too many relevant sources, Uncontrolled overlap between the sources
« Can’t call them all!

— (Robustness,

— Access premiums...)

Kambhampati & Knoblock Information Integration on the Web (MA-1)

84



Source Statistics Needed

» The size of the source relation and attributes;
— The length and cardinality of the attributes;

— the cardinality of the source relation;
e The feasible access patterns for the source;

* The network bandwidth and latency between the source and the
integration system

« Coverage of the source S for a relation R denoted by P(S|R)

— Opverlap between sources P(S,..S, | R)
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Getting the Statistics

Since the sources are autonomous, the mediator needs to actively
gather the relevant statistics

— Learning bandwidth and latency statistics

 [Gruser et. al. 2000] use neural networks to learn the response
time patterns of web sources

— Can learn the variation of response times across the days
of the week and across the hours of the day.

— Learning coverages and overlaps

* [Nie et. al. 2002] use itemset mining techniques to learn
compact statistics about the spread of the mediator schema
relations across the accessible sources

— Can trade quality of the statistics for reduced space
consumption
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Learning Coverage/Overlap Statistics

Challenge: Impractical to learn and store all the statistics for every query.

StatMiner: A threshold based hierarchical - _ ] e
. . . . 2001 2002
association rule mining approach Csowon | [ cor | [ amar | [ Eop |
— “Learns statlst},cs with respect tq
query classes” rather than specific Prting queries Result tuples
queries gonarator
ClassInfo
* Defines query classes in terms of oo
. . . Coverage statistics ’
attribute-value hierarchies S dimicy)

— classSet
Statistics (ruleSet) __—|Important classes

i

* Discovers frequent query classes
and limits statistics to them

ooooo

— Maps auser’s query into it's =

. %?verlap learning with
Overlap statistics modified APRIORI
closest ancestor class, and uses the =
statistics of the mapped class to

estimate the statistics of the query. : X

— Handles the efficiency and UL
accuracy tradeoffs by adjusting the

thresholds. Havasu [Nie et. al. 2002]
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Approaches for handling multiple objectives

— Do staged optimization

 [Information Manifold] Optimize for coverage, and then for cost
— Do joint optimization

» Generate all the non-dominated solutions (Pareto-Set)

« Combine the objectives into a single metric
— e.g. [Havasu/Multi-R]
» Cost increases additively
» Coverage decreases multiplicatively

utility(p) = w*log(coverage(p)) - (1-w)*cost(p)

» The logarithm ensures coverage additive[Candan 01 ]

A

1 coverage(p)

cost(p)

= log(Coverage(p))
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Staged Optimization of Cost & Coverage

e Information Manifold([IM])
e [Levy et. al; VLDB96]

e (Cartesian product of
buckets followed by

“containment” check RN
e There can be m"distinct S11 =S21
plans S12 22
e Ranking and choosing top N S13 23
plans[Doan et. al; ICDEO2] R1 R2

Finding a physical plan for
for each selected plan

S11&S21
S11&S22
S11&S23

S12&S21
S12&S22
S12&S23

S13&S21
S13&S22
S13&S23

Problem: Cost and Coverage are interrelated..
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Joint Optimization of Cost & Coverage

« Havasu/Multi-R [Nie et. al. 2001] S S
— Search in the space of “parallel” plans Bﬁ»gsm E—>B1 sp2 @»BLL SPn &»
« Each subplan in the parallel plan O
contains (a subset of) sources
relevant for a subgoal R R2 Rn
— Dynamic programming is used to
search among the subgoal orders

— Greedy approach is used to create a
subplan for a particular subgoal
» Keep adding sources until the utility

(defined in terms of cost and
coverage) starts to worsen

— Capable of generating plans for a Eowl
variety of cost/coverage tradeoffs ol

L L L L L
0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9
Weights

Increasing relative weight of coverage

« utility(p) = w*log(coverage(p)) - (1-w)*cost(p)
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Techniques for optimizing response time
for first tuples

« Staged approach: Generate plans based on other objectives and post-
process them to improve their response time for first-k tuples

— Typical idea is to replace asymmetric operators with symmetric ones
» e¢.g. replace nested-loop join with symmetric hash join
— e.g. Telegraph, Tukwila, Niagara
— Problem: Access limitations between sources may disallow symmetric
operations
— Solution: Use joint optimization approach (e.g. Havasu) and consider the
cost of first tuples as a component of plan utility

* [Viglas & Naughton, 2002] describe approaches for characterizing the “rate”
of answer delivery offered by various query plans.
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Integrating Services

Service

 Source can be “services” rather
than “data repositories”

— Eg. Amazon as a composite
service for book buying

— Separating line 1s somewhat

. Service Service
thll’l Provider Requester
i Handling SerViCGS People lookup service|
Entities: A
- Description (API ;I/O SpeC) Driving directions service
Entities: A, B
[
W S D L People lookup service|
s Entities: B
— Composition
* Planning in general et e
O—> servicel
— Execution queucs

» Data-flow architectures soeue? -~

O—> service2

> o T

— See next part
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